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welre &erring because of la& of tra'ined help. 
Dwring th.e influenza epidemic of 1918-19 its 
servicas were plarticularly appireciated. In a 
recently publishmad report d e d h g  with the year 
1921 wa read that 104 nuirseis dkalt with 
4,193 pers,oiis. ; the servicer rendwed included 
6,963 " dl-night " and 11,917 " all-day '' 
attendances, besides nearly 70,000 single1 visdts 
of from half-an-hour $01 foar hours to  the homeis 
of patients,. The instifute has twenty-fiva 
srtatio,ns in Vienna, and fifty stations in th.ei 
country. I t  affords help no4 only by sending 
out nurses, bnt a.lm by sqplying medicines, 
bandages, and nuirsing appliances (thermo- 
meters, cotton-wsd, ice-bags, 6aby linen, S~C.), 
and also food and drugs where needmed. Over 
3,000 fa,miilies, compirisdng nearly 8,500 perso11s, 
wesa thus assisted ; these weire mosdy middlw 
cla.s,s famtil.ieig ; they are frequently veiry poor, 
but ob,ject to bNeing classed as paupers. 

Dr. Lmiax's reply to the Report on  Adm'inisc 
tratim of Public Mental Hois@tds naturally 
stressies the attempt to1 dbscr'edit hijm, parsoadly . 
Thwe is littla doubt that refolrms in t h k  dass 
oE institution are necessary. Medical Super- 
intendents have so mu,& administrativa work, 
they cannot find tim,a for detailed daily 

, esaminat3o.n ,of patients therm, and a l l  these 
afficars should ~ ~ S S ~ W S I  a dip3oma in psychoi- 
logical medioina, Better clasisification 04 
patients is necessary : women patients1 ' need 
encouirageunent to 'enjoy papers and maga- 
zineis, and all mental nuasses need greater' enr- 
perience in gmeral 'nuir.sing. We note tEe 
statement in the pressl that in Dmembier, 1921, 
only 1,784 felmale n,ucsas oimt ob 8,575 hreld tMa 
certificate od the MedicwPsycho1ogica.l ASS'& 
ciatian, and not long ago an zd'vertisement ap- 
peared for a mala nurse which merely required 
that hta must bre ai good first violin ! 
The fact is  t&at t& Lunacy Laws are a( 

generation oldl; the; Mhi,stry of Health bas 
promised us  a n m  Bill. It is th,e c~incern of th'e 
publia, as weill as o,f thle m,antal specialist; let 
us see to  it that ouf ne.w lams provid,a for 
humane treatment and far &a more .&iailent: 
prevention and cure of t h e  dread dis,easers 
of our civilisatioln-insmni,~ and nervoucs bwailc- 
down, 

Private nurses aire, we hem4, having a, veiry 
silaclr time this rnonthi, and those are: wiw who 
take their hblidlays in September, wHeu thk 
doctors and many residents a're away. High1 
taxation has, of cwfsd, something to dQ withl 
unamployment, bleeamle sBiUerd nulr.sing, 
altholugli mast necessary in bmetter-class liom.a, 
lias now become a luxury. 

iTATE REGlSTRATlON OF NURSESc 
rHINaS TRAINED N U R S E S  SHOULD KNOW 

AND CONSIDER. 
It is n0.w nearly three years. since the 

Vurses' Regi,stration Acts were passed, and it 
.s to be regretted that so far few of their proL. 
irisioas ar,e satisfactorily in force. 

The English Regist,er was opened on July 
rqth, 1921, althollgh by hard work the Regis-. 
tration .Committee h,ad drafted' the Rules1 for  
Regi-stration $y July, 1920. The English 
Register was delayed owing to  discus.sioa with. 
the Scottish ICouncil on a ,reciprocity Rule for 
registration. 

Bu)t unfortunately the proposal made in 
October to. dkprive nurses af tha remrd of th,eir 
Cbrti,ficatelsl-thei.r ewidenca of eficiency-o,nq 
the Register when published, and Mrs. Bed- 
ford1 Fenwick's, warning to  the .Council that 
she would stump the country against such un- 
paralleled injustice and stupidity, which was 
followed by the private personal .attack upon 
her at the Ministry of Health, together with 
the ten w,eeks;' strike oif h.er deitractolrs, shook 
th'e confidence of the Nursing Professioa in 
the bona fides of the Council, and applications. 
for registration dmecreased very consider.ably. 

Later Mrs. Fenwick's. draft fotr a revised 
Fir,& Schedule, providing that those nurses 
who had worlc,ed for, and, possessed., Certifi- 
cates of 'Tr.aining should have them recorded 
in tfie State Registteir, wkiich wasi appiroved 
by the hlinister of Hledth., did: sometliing to 
placate the indlignatioa of tholughtful nurses, 
and the fact that unless ,registered at the 
Council Meeting oa July 21st their names 
oou1,d not be entered on the fo!rthcocming fisr~t 
issue of the Register, did much to1 induce 
nurses to apply for registration on th'e 'General' 
Regisler. 

Nothing, however, is mwe .apparent than 
that nurseso ,object tot ,be ,lcnown as, specialists, 
and th.e applications from Fever Nurses, and 
Sick C.hildlren's N,ursles. to, have their names 
appea.r on the Special Regilstem are excreed-, 
ingly 'few. 

The Male Nursesc have not respnded! well, 
and the thousands of Mental Nurses, especially 
the men, are hdding back, 8 s  they a re  not 
mtisfied with the conduct of busines,s, financial 
and sotherwise, by t h e  majority of the Council. 

Upon inquiry we learn that Male M'eatal 
Nurses. stro,ngly ,object to bceing governed by 
Institution Matrons, Medical Superintendents, 
and the laity, a.s through, their Union, the 
A,sylum Wolrlcers3' Union, they have :secured a 
large degree of self-determination, and they 
naturally object to p l m  themsdvast profasr 
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